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Summary

The Classification of the Functions of Government (COFOG) was developed by the
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development and published by the United
Nations Statistical Division. It can be applied to government expense and the net acquisition
of nonfinancial assets and is under the IMF Government Financial Statistics (GFS)
Database.

The Data Team uses COFOG for a number of series such as
SeriesGovSocialExp%GDPIMF, SeriesGovSocialExpMax%GDPIMF, and
SeriesGovtPension%GDPIMF.

To pull data from COFOG, refer to the instructions below

Tables In IFs



Variable

GovSocialExp%GDPIMF

GovSocialExpMax%GDPIMF

Definition
Government
social protection

expenditure as %
of GDP, excluding

UsedInPreprocessor UsedInPreprocessorFileName

Name in

Source
Expenditure on
social protection
(minus
Expenditure on

pension old age &
expenditure (IMF) survivors)
Government

social protection
expenditure as %

Expenditure on
social protection

of GDP (IMF)
Government Expenditure on
C o pensions old age &
GovtPension%GDPIMF expenditure as % 0 Expenditure on
of GDP (IMF) survivors
General
government Expenditure on
GovtGenCommEx%GDP expenditureon 0 A
C communication
communication
as % of GDP
General
GovtGenTranEx%GDP governmenF on Expenditure on
transportation transport
as % of GDP
General
government on Expenditure on
GovtGenWasMgmtEx%GDP waste 0 waste
management management
as % of GDP
General
government on Expenditure on
GovtGenWasWatMgmtEx%GDP waste water 0 waste water
management management
as % of GDP
General
GovtGenWatSupEx%GDP government on 0 Expenditure on
water supply water supply
as % of GDP
T
GovtCalcHealthTot%GDP government, 1 ECONOMY '

GovtCalcHealthCen%GDP

total, as % of GDP

Health spending,
government,
Central

government, as %

1 ECONOMY

name- General
Government

Sector Name-
Health, Function
name- Central

of GDP Government
Education
. Sector Name-

e
GovtCalcEdCen%GDP 9 ’ 1 ECONOMY Function name-

Central Central

government, as % Government

of GDP

Education Egﬁtcoartil\;ime-
GovtCalcEdTot%GDP spending, ECONOMY Function name-

government, General

total, as % of GDP Government

The last four tables: GovtCalcHealthTot%GDP, GovtCalcHealthCen%GDP,
GovtCalcEdCen%GDP, and GovtCalcEdTot%GDP used to be found in IMF GFS but were
moved to IMF COFOG GFS. They are often pulled together and the wiki is here.


https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=IMF_GFS_Government_Finance_Statistics

Data Pulling Instructions

There are two ways to pull data:

First Way

Step 1: Navigate to the query tab of IMF GFS

IMF DATA ACCESS TO MACROECONOMIC & FINANCIAL DATA

Government Finance Statistics (GFS) Latest Lpdate Date; 05/24/2025

At a Glance By Country By Indicatar Tahles Query Dacuments Videas Archive About GFS |

Govarnment Finance Statistics (GFS), Staterment of Sources and Uses of Cash |52

0
Thes dataset provides an overviews of government's cash flows, as
moncash basis (hor example, an accneal basisy and are also includ

marized in the Statement of Sources and Uses of Cash, for those countres compiling GFS on a
o a cash flow statement

Government Finance Statistics [GFS], Financial Assets and Liabflities by Counterpart Sector s

i

Ths dataset provides an overview of tatal financial assets and labilities classified by the sector to which the counterparty
mnanfimancial corporations, the central bank, deposit talong corporaticns, other fimancial corporation sectors, governma
financial corporatons, external general gowermment, and other external seciors

claim belongs, The counterpart sectors mclude
t sectors, internatianal arganizations, external

Governrment Finance Statistics [GF5), Integrated Balance Sheet (Stock Positions and Flows in Actels and Lisbdities) =

=i

This datasel provides a comprehensive view of the integrated balance shaet. In other wards, changes between the apening and closing stock pasitions in astets and babilities
are explained through transactions, holding gains/lc nd other changss in the valume of assets and liabilities, Data on net investment in nonfinancial assets - a
component of total expenditure = on its components and related stock positions are provided

Government Finance Statistics (GFS), Expenditure by Function of Government {[COFOGI &=

Tris dataset provides 5 comprahenss
comprising detailed cl
realth, recreation, culture and religion, sducation, and social protection serices

Government Finance Statistics (GFS), Expense | g,

W

This dataset provides a comprehensive view of government axpense, incleding detaled clatsifications of compensation of emplovees, use of goods and semvices,
consumption of fixed capeal, interest payable, subsidies payable, grants payable, sccial benefits, and other expanse

Governrment Finance Statistics [GFS), Reverue =

This dataset provides a comprehensive view of government revenue, including detailed classifications of taxes, social contributions, grants recenvable, and other revenue

Government Finance Statistics [GFS), Main Aggregates and Balances =

Thes dataset provides an overview of government operations and stock positions, as well as several derved balances. The Statement of Government Ops
revenue and sxpense, with thesr main components, the operating balance and net lending/meat

Falons ERows
a. 84 well a8 fimancing. The Balance sheat shows stock peditions in
data an gross debt and net dabt are included

Select: Government Finances Statistics (GFS), Expenditure of Government (COFOG) Step 2:
Once you click it, select your indicators. Select all countries, all years, and the COFOG
indicator and sector of government you need. Select View: Table. To organize the data, you
can follow this selection (remember to select all the years):


https://pardeewiki.du.edu//index.php?title=File:IMF_GFS_Query_Navigation.png
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Step 3: you can download the bulk excel (circled below)

IMF DATA ACCESS TO MACROECONOMIC & FINANCIAL DATA

Government Finance Statistics (GFS) Latwst Uipciate Dbec 05724/2025 n ﬂ
MaGlece  ByCoussry  Bylndicaor  Tables m Documents  Wideos  Archive  About GFS Search E
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Eiack o query seiechion Expenditure by Functions of Government (COFOG)
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& [} 1 1h i) a m ] 3 1] T} el F] 3 &0 2] ¥
s [2OUED
mime zotgr | P
1 Bpanil

If you would like to use a script to organize the data: here.


https://pardeewiki.du.edu//index.php?title=File:IMF_COFOG_Indicators.png
https://pardeewiki.du.edu//index.php?title=File:Query_Tab_For_IMF_GFS.png
https://github.com/n1shamin/IF-IMF-GFS

Second Way

Step 1: Navigate to the IMF Data Portal

INTERNATIONAL

MONETARY FUND

IMFORG  CUBDRARY  DOOHITORE  MCMDATA  DATASETS  DATATORES  MILF

IMF DATA ACCESS TO MACROECOMOMIC & FINANCIAL DATA

m Dolastts  DetaTopics  Download IMF Dita e f'f_:"_ . L B
The FAS 2022 Data Released Featured Data
] ba rancial scc ased on Worid Economic Outiook

Imemational Finsrcisl Satistics
Global Financial Stabiity Report
Fiscal Monitor

Regional Outlcoks

Chrmate Changs indcatan Dk

Data by Country/Economy Popular Datasets ta Release Calenidar

Predefined Data Tables by Country Charts, Maps, and Advanced Querias Print Publications

Batance of Paymerits ol Irterraticral Starting 2019, the MF dscontinued producing
Imeestmem Position prried publicatiang al the Baancs of
Payrnengs Hatistics, Drection of Trade Sabstics

Cotrdinated Direct Innestment Suray Gavemment Firance Statistics, and the
& 5 Irternatioral Financial Statistics. For lates
D h | d. t Fa data and methodological notes, plesse visk
d h'lf naicator Currency Compasition of Official Forsign the Salaset portak. NEED HELFY
Farharne R

Step 2: Select Download IMF Data from the top bar

ANAT

7. INTERNATIONAL

*,}:::7' MONETARY FUND

Tany

IHFORG  EUBRARY  BOOMITORE  MCMDATA  DATASETS  DATATORS  HELP

IMF DATA ACCESS TO MACROECONOMIC & FINANCIAL DATA

Sesrch for IMF data: [ Search l

Results of end-December 2021 Featured Data
Coordinated Direct Investment Survey — — BN v Econceric Dutionk
:CD*S} Released ? Intemational Finencial Statistics
T d Global Finamcial Stablity Report
Fscal Monitor

Regional Quticois

Chmaie Change indicaton Dmbosrd

lata Release Calenda
Data by cﬂuntl‘j'j Economy Popular Datasets Data Release Calendar
Fredefined Data Tables by Counary Charts, Maps, and Advanced Gueres Print Publications
Batance of Payrmeris srd imemational Starting 2019, ihe MF disconiinued producing
oy v P e
: Payrments Statistics. Direction of Trade Siabistics
COEEME DA NN LA Gavamment Finance Statistics, and ihe
‘Cocrdinated POMIodo Ivestrmient Sumey Irbwrnaboral Francal Shativtics. For Lt
Data by Indicator 2 S ) g s M
Currency Compasition of Official Foreign e —
gt o

You will be navigated to this page:


https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:WoRLD_IMG_STEP_1.png
https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:WoRLD_IMG_STEP_02.jpg

INTERNATIONAL D o -

MONETARY FUND

IHIORS  EUBRARY  BOOHITORE  MCMDATA  DATASETE  DATATORES  HILP

IMF DATA ACCESS TO MACROECOMOMIC & FINANCIAL DATA
Home Dalasets  Deta Topics m Sowrch bor IFow: [ sur B

To 46t up machine-io-machine dats retrieval by datitel of scrods dalagets, use Application Programming Interface m
Ta retrieve data by dataset, click on Bulk Download boon next to the desired dataset below
Asa ard Pacific Regicral Economic Outlook WPORECE 4,
Balanoe of Paymants B0F 4,
Balance of Payments (3090, Warld and Regianal Agoregates 4,
Commadity Tarns of Trace | 3,
Consumer Prios Index (CF0 | 4,
Coordrated Direct Investment Sureey ICDIS1 4,
Cogndinated Portfalio iImssment Serey (CFS] | 4,
Currency Camposition af Offical Foreign Exchange Reserses {COFERY | b,
Direction of Trade Sististics IDOTS 4,
Expan Diversilication &
Expor Casliy | 4,
Financisl Access Survey (FASL 4,
Firancial Development index uky

Firancial Soundness indicstors #5518, HEED HELP?

Step 3: Scroll down and locate Government Finance Statistics (GFS), Expenditure by
Function of Government (COFOG)

LOOENaTIE LAMGCT IFRREImenl Sunsiy [LLGL | 8,
Coordinated Portiolia Investment Survey (ICPS) oy

Currency Compasition of Official Foreign Exchange Reserves ICOFER] | 8,
Cirection of Trade Satistics IDOTS &,

Expan Divarsification A

Expan Guality | 8,

Francial Access Sureey (FAS) 8,
Frarcisl Duvelopenent index 8,
Financial Sourdness ndicaton FE=) 8,

Financial Soundness indicaton: Reparting entiies | 4,
Fecal Decertralastion | &,

Frzal Moniter [FM) 8

Carcker Equality 4,

IGmi:mm:nt Finarce Statistics 1GFS), Expendiure by Functon of Government (00FDGI I oy

Gaovemmaent Finsrice Statistics IGF5), Expense 4,

Caraarrmant Fingrcs Statislics [GFE), Francial Asets ared Liskilnies by Courvarpan Sectar | &

Goywainimnant Finamcs Statistics [GFS), Integrated Balance Sheet |Siock Positions and Fioes in Assets and Liabdlines) Ly
Gowernment Finance Statistics [GFS), Man Aggregates and Balances oy

Gavemment Finsrce Statistics [GFS), Revenue 4,

Ceraarrmant Fingrcs Slatislics [GFS), Staterrserd of Sources ard Uses ol Cash 4

1 2 Mest Last

MEED HELP?

Step 4: Click the download icon next to the dataset name


https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:Screenshot_2023-01-25_at_8.32.26_PM.png
https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:COFOG_IMG_STEP_3.png

LOONre i LARGCE IFRRsIrderl Sunsiy [LLAS) Ay
Cioordirated Porticlia Inwestment Surey ICPE 8,

Currercy Compasition of Official Farsign Exchange Ressrves [COFER]

[=

Direction af Trade Statistics IDOTS) &,
Expon Divarsification | 4,
Expan Cuality LA
Francial Access Sureey [FAS) 8,

Firancisl Developrnent incex 4,

Financial Sourdness ndicaton FS5) 4

Firancial Soundness INdcaton: Reparing emres | 4,

Fecal Decertralaation | &,

Fiscal Manitor (FM) | 8

Gerckr Equatity |,

Gowernment Finance Statistics {GF5), Expendiune by Functon of Government (COFOGI E

Gawemment Finance Statistics IGFS), Expense 4,

Gerapmimant Finsres Slalislics IGFS), Francisl Astets srd LiskilRed by Courtapan Sectar L

Geraatrimant Finance Statistics 1GFE. Integrated Balinca Sheet [S1ock Pasitions and Fows in Assets and Liabines) | 8
Goeinment Finance Statistics 1GFS), Man Aggregates and Balances 4,

Gowermment Finance Statistics [GF5. Revenue 8,

Ceraarimant Finarscs Slatislics [GFS). Slaterrseed of Sourced ard Lk af Cidh A

1 2 Mext Last

MEED HELF

If you have not previously signed in, the pop up pictured below will appear. Click OK.

Curnency Composition af Official Foreign Exchange Reserses {COFERY 4,
Carection of Trade Sstmics (DOTS 4,
Expan Diversification o

Export Guality | B,

Financial Access Survey FASE 4,
Financial Devalopment Index by
Firancial Soundress Indicstors F5ks &,
Financial Soundreds Indician. Repaning enttes 4,
Fiecal Decenbralization 4,

Fiscal Monior (FML &,

Creder Equality i

Government France Statatcs IGFSL Expendiure by

Gevarmmint Francs fatstics (GFSL Experie | 0y

Government Firance Statistics [GFS) Firancial Asseby
Govemment France Sstatcs (GFS] integreted Bala

Cewairimant Firance Statietcs [CGFE). Main Aggragati [} Arce

Government Firance Statitics GRS Revenue i

o

Cervarmmant France Sstatcs [GFEL Statarrert of Sources and Uses of Cash a1,

1 2 Mt Last

T THE IMF

MEED HELP

You will be navigated to this page:


https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:COFOG.png
https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:COFOG_IMG_STEP_4.png

IMF

Step 5: Fill out the required fields and click Register New User

DATA

IMF Bookstore Signup

Blign wp hitrw 50 Tha you can save Bhe results of searches and any
personalizaiion you might & while in any of the Booksior sites

Email:

Lasi Nama:

You will be navigated to this page:

AN il s et bs dor o bo coanline The account information you enbered. You can enber the confimsation B from that emall in the bog BHow.

Step 6: Enter the confirmation number sent to the email you provided and click Enter

Confirmation Number

You will be navigated to this page, which will automatically navigate you back to the

Download tab

IMF DATA

Account Email Address - required

First Nama

Last Nams - required

Instittion Mames

Password - raquired

Passwand Conlirmation - reguired

[] T'm nct & robot
RAegisier Mew User

B-15 charssbers
A least ane capital oo
AL lpas! e dmill kb

Customer sign up Is almost complete

Confirnation Number - required

Esvlar Confirmilion Numbar

Weabsgite Feadback

Website Feadback



https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:WoRLD_IMG_STEP_4B.png
https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:Screenshot_2023-01-24_at_8.07.18_PM.png
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Step 7: Locate Government Finance Statistics (GFS), Expenditure by Function of
Government (COFOG) and click the download icon again

This pop-up will appear:

Direction of Trade Sstmtics (DOTS 4,

Expon Disnification | & Bulk Do load

Export Sauality oy
Yib e aloul 10 Sownkoed MF data
Firancisl Access Survey (FAS] ok M i Rt .

Firancial Development Indes | 4, Dty format rre Gaarieg
Fimancial Soundress Indicstors (F5ls1 & Coumry:
Firancial Souncreds Indicaton Repaming enttes L Cauntry [AD

Fical Decentralization 4,
Fiscal Monior (FMI 4,
Carchr Equality | b,

Gowernment France Statetics GRS Expenditune by Ful

Cavermment Firance Satasics IG5 Expere 4

Cater;
Un:

Covernment Firance Statistics (GFS), Firancial Assets an

Gawernment Firance Statstcs (GRS inbegraned Batance COFDG Function (Al
Caprmment Firance Statistics IG5 Main Aggregates & ik Wght phck in sl 1o et
SEBCTION OG0, ROl CTRE andl £k an o

Government Firance Statistics [GF5), Revenue &, err iy e e ey

Govemment France Satatics [GF5L Statement of Soun
Frequency:

& ey

HEED HELF?

Use the tabs to select the desired countries, sector, unit, COFOG Function, and date range.

Step 8: When you have made all of your selections, click OK


https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:WoRLD_IMG_STEP_6A.png
https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:COFOG_IMG_STEP_7.png

This pop-up will appear:

DCinection of Trade Statitics (DOTS] 4,
Export Diversification | &,
Expan Cuiality s
Firancial Access Survey (FAS|
Firancisl Divelopmen Indes

Firancial Soundress |ndicatons FSk oy

b
&

Financial Soundress Indicstors: Beporting sntkes | B,

Fracal Decantsal ralior &

Fical Mankor FM1 &,
Geercer Equality 2

=

Gowaniment Firance Statistics [COF5), Expendinun by

Gavernment Firance Statetics [GFS] Expense |L|

Ceavarnmant Firancs Sussres IGF5) Francial Assatd

Government Firance Statistics [GFS), Inbegrated Bala
Gewemment Firance Stststcs GRS Main Aggregats

Gowernmant Firance Statitics (OFS) Revenue 8]

Government Firance Statstics [GFS). Statement of Sources and Uses of Cash

1 2 KMext Lest

Step 9: To locate the download file, you can either click My Downloads or click OK and

navigate to the email you used to create your account

My Downloads will look like this:

7. INTERNATIONAL B e

X7 MONETARY FUND o)

“raw ¥

IHEORG  EUBRARY  BOOHITORE  MOCMDATA  [ATWSETS  DATATORICS  HELF

IMF DATA ACCESS TO MACROECONOMIC & FINANCIAL DATA

Personal Data Subscriplions Downicads Cuerias Workbooks

Daimset Fie Do Stahm P — Packed Fiz Dawnload
0 oFscoFon CEV  Tima Basis Comphiied (N (00 ATKE 1241 pm izdipn = :-c
I GrEsap CEY  Tims Sarm Comglated I oo tAWE 1243 pm 12Fpm £ B

O WwoRLD CHY  Time Saries Complsied I 100% e3KB 24z Rl el S X



https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:COFOG_IMG_STEP_8.png
https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:COFOG_IMG_STEP_9A.png

The email will look like this:

o do_not_reply@imf.org @ B8 S & 2
To:

[External Email From]: do_not_reply@imf.org
Your dataset GFSCOFOG (farmat: CSV) has been exported.

Download zip archive file

It will be available under My Data for 7 days.

v Reply ~* Forward

Step 10A (My Downloads): If you choose to navigate to My Downloads, locate the dataset

in your Downloads queue and click the download icon to download the dataset

Tl

:W: INT EHNATI DNAL WELGOWE TAHLA BLARGAT

%7 MONETARY FUND o)

1 .
“raw ¥

IHEORG  EUBRARY  BOOHITORE  MOCMDATA  [ATWSETS  DATATORICS  HELF

IMF DATA ACCESS TO MACROECONOMIC & FINANCIAL DATA

Personal Data Subscriplions Downicads Cuerias Workbooks

e e Tlar” Con e Ao B
0 GFECOFDG CEV  Time Baris Comphited I o 1ATKE 1241 pm 1241 pm E E
I GREsap CEY  Tims Sarm Comglated I 0o HSWE 12403 pm 1@Fpm £ B
O woRLD CHY  Time Saries Complsied I 100% 8XKB 24z lEml X

HEED HELF?

Step 10B (Email): If you choose to navigate to your registered email, click the download

link to download the dataset


https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:Screenshot_2023-01-26_at_12.44.10_PM.png
https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:COFOG_IMG_STEP_10A.png

o do_not_reply@imf.org @ & S & -~
To:

[External Email From]: do_not_reply@imf.org

Your dataset GFSCOFOG (format: CSV) has been exported.
|Download zip archive file |

It will be available under My Data for 7 days.

. Reply «~ Forward

Data Notes
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814"

This page was last edited on 7 July 2025, at 20:24.
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