IMF GFS Government Finance Statistics

The printable version is no longer supported and may have rendering errors. Please update
your browser bookmarks and please use the default browser print function instead.
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Summary

The Government Finance Statistics (GFS) database compiles detailed data on revenue,
expenses, transactions in assets and liabilities, and stocks positions in assets and liabilities
of general government as well as its subsectors. The GFS database's main purpose to
provide a framework that is ideal for analyzing and evaluating fiscal policy, most
importantly the performance of the general government and the broader public sector.

Within the IMF GFS there are different dataset organized by topic. IMF GFS COFOG is used
for health and education spending. The data set provides a comprehensive view of the
functions, or socioeconomic objectives, that government aims to achieve through various
kinds of expenditure, comprising detailed classifications of general public service, defense,
public order and safety, economic affairs, environment protection, housing and community
services, health, recreation, culture and religion, education, and social protection services.

Tables In IFs



Table

Definition

Expenditure,

Source
Definition
Sector Name-
Expenditure,

Source UsedinPreprocessor UsedinPreprocessorName

. o government, Function IMF
SeriesGovtCalcExpendTot%GDP fotal, as % of name- GFS 1 ECONOMY
GDP General
Government
Expenditure Sector Name-
overnment' Expenditure,
. o 9 " Function IMF
SeriesGovtCalcExpendCen%GDP Central 1 ECONOMY
name- GFS
government, Central
0,
as % of GDP Government
Sector Name-
Revenue, Revenue,
SeriesGovtCalcRevTot%GDP governmgznt, Function IMP 1 ECONOMY
total, as % of name- GFS
GDP General
Government
Sector Name-
Revenue, R
evenue,
government, Function IMF
SeriesGovtCalcRevCen%GDP Central 1 ECONOMY
name- GFS
government, Central
as % of GDP G
overnment
Health Sector Name-
. Health,
spending, Function IMF
SeriesGovtCalcHealthTot%GDP  government, = GFS 1 ECONOMY
total, as % of COFOG
General
GDP
Government
Health Sector Name-
spending, Health, IME
SeriesGovtCalcHealthCen%gpp dovernment, Function — cpo g ECONOMY
Central name- COFOG
government, Central
as % of GDP Government
Education  Sector Name-
spending, Education, IMF
SeriesGovtCalcEdCen%GDp ~ dovernment, Function — cpo 4 ECONOMY
Central name- COFOG
government, Central
as % of GDP Government
Education ~ 2Sctor Name-
. Education,
spending, Function IMF
SeriesGovtCalcEdTot%GDP government, name- GFS 1 ECONOMY
total, as % of COFOG
General
GDP
Government
Sector Name-
General
Government,
Corporate  Classification IMF
SeriesTaxCorporate%GDP taxes as a % Name- Taxes GFS 0
of GDP on income,
profits, &
capital gains:

corporations

Note that IMF has two indicators for Central Government: with and without security funds.
We want the Central government (incl. social security funds).

Below are the steps to pull from IMF GFS and IMF GFS COFOG. More details about IMF



GFS COFOG can be found here.

Data Pulling Instructions

Step 1: Navigate to the GFS Home Page
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Government Finance Statistics (GFS)
ByCountry  Bylndcsisr  Tabes  Cuery  Dooments  ideos

The Gosernment Finance Statistics (GFS) database conkains fiscal data for all reporting
SOunlrigs in the famawark of the Gosermmaent France Satitics Marcal 2014 (GFSM
20141 It includes detaled data on revenues, erpendiures, ransactions n francisl
asmers and lUabditess, and balarece sheot data and includes data for the goreral
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governmeert and social secunty fundsl. This she also includes preset presentations ol
GFF clats By country and by indicators. & wall i providas e optaon 1o downlcad data
‘with customized quernies.
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Depertment sanusly. In sddition. sub anrusl [montbly or quarteryh fiscel data can be
Journd in e Intemational Finance Statistics datasels

Data tables

Staternent of Operatians [Revenue, Expandilunes, Net LendingBarowing and
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GFS Data Page

Lanesi LUpdate Dabe: OLAO7E0ES

Archive  About GFS

Recent Changes

Tha Covarrenern France Sutsscs (GF5) warld and courtry tables in POF fonmat will
be retired on fapberber 30, 2021 and will no longer be swilable for dowricad.
Hioaover, compleie nisbonical data wil continue 1o be aaiabke ekcronically for
aumrying and dowioad,

Far questions or the upceming changs, plasos take & Lok at our know edoe Base er
cortact our Client Sensces Tesmn by clicking MEED HELFT at tha baodtorn nght of this
Fage

Main Aggregates and Frscal Balances, % GDP

Sector (Contrl govarnmant ol o
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“ NEED HELP?

Step 2: Click the Download icon in the upper right corner to begin a bulk download
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Government Finance Statistics (GFS)
ByCountry  Bylndcsisr  Tabes  Cuery  Dooments  ideos

The Gosernment Finance Statistics (GFS) database conkains fiscal data for all reporting
SOunlrigs in the famawark of the Gosermmaent France Satitics Marcal 2014 (GFSM
20141 It includes detaled data on revenues, ependbues, ransscHons nofrancisl
asmers and lUabditess, and balarece sheot data and includes data for the goreral
gvernmert secior and # subsectors (e g cerdral government. local gosermmel. slale
governmeert and social secunty fundsl. This she also includes preset presentations ol
GFF clats By country and by indicators. & wall i providas e optaon 1o downlcad data
'with customized quenes.

GFS dana ane compiked by couniry authontos ard reponed oo the IMF Statistics
Depsriment sanusly. In sddition. sub armusl Imonthly or quarkery) fscel data can be
Journd in e Intemational Finance Statistics datasels

Data tables

Staternent of Operations [Reweniue, Expenditunes, Met Lending Bamawing and
Financingl

Dietailed Roveris Broakoowm
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Data Download Icon
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Recent Changes

Tha Covarrenen France Sussscs (GFS) warld and courtry tables i PDF foeman will
be retired on fapberber 30, 2021 and will no longer be swilable for dowricad.
Hioaover, compleie nisbonical data wil continue 1o be aaiabke ekcronically for
auerying and dowsrioad,

Far questions on the upcoming changse, plaks take & ook at aur knewaige bake o
corkact our Client Sensces Tesm by clicking MEED HELFT at tha baodtorn nght of this
Fage

Main Aggregates and Fiscal Balances, % GOP

Sctar (Contrl govarnmant ol o
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“ NEED HELP?


https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=IMF_COFOG_Classifications_of_Functions_of_Government
https://data.imf.org/?sk=a0867067-d23c-4ebc-ad23-d3b015045405
https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:GFS_IMG_STEP_01.png
https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:Screenshot_2023-01-26_at_11.51.39_AM.png

If you have not previously signed in, the pop up pictured below will appear. Click OK.
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Data tables

of Cpe iF & Expendiures, Met Lending/Bamawing and
Finarcing|

Detailed Bevenue Breakdawn

Dwtaibed Expanse Breakokywn

Transactions in Francial Assets and Labiities (Finsncingl
Balanoe Sheet [Siccks of Assets and Liabikbes]
Furctioral Expenditures iCOF0E

High Freguancy Data (F5)

MEED HELP?

You will be navigated to this page:

IMF DATA
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IMF Bookstore Signup

Elign up hierw &0 That you can save Bhe resulis of searches and any
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Step 3: Fill out the required fields and click Register New User

You will be navigated to this page:
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Step 4: Enter the confirmation number sent to the email you provided and click Enter
Confirmation Number

You will be navigated to this page, which will automatically navigate you back to the GFS
Home Page
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Step 5: Click the Download icon on the upper right corner again and this pop-up will
appear:
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https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:WoRLD_IMG_STEP_6A.png
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High Freguancy Data (F5)

This pop-up will appear:

INTERNATIONAL
MONETARY FUND

1HIORG CUBRARY BOOHITORD MR DATR

DATRSETS

DATA TORICS ML

WELCTIVE TAKLA BLARGA]

LY TR 516k ouT

Latest Update Date: 0L/07/2025

2]

Blatites. JGFS] werld and country tablis ir PDF famnat wil
30, 2021 and wil no longer be seplbable for downlosd
jcd data wil continue o b deilable elscironkcaly for

mring change, please take a look af our snow edge base or
Taan by clickireg MEED HELP? @t thek Beitioen right al this

lgregates and Fiscal Balances, ¥ GDP

Use the tabs to select the desired countries, sector, unit, classification, and date range.

Step 6: When you have made all of your selections, click OK

TARLA BLANGA!

IMF DATA ACCESS TO MACROECOMOMIC & FINANCIAL DATA

Government Finance Statistics (GFS)

IR oo myndonr  Taes Quey  Docments  Videss

The G Fimance SFS1 (==
cauntris in the amework of the Governirsent Fine
20140 It inchades detailled data on rewenues. expen

astets and labikties, and balance theet data and n

guwvernmant sectar and s sebsectan (8.9, cenirsl goy
government and sooal securgy fundsl. The @te also
GFS data by courery and by indicatons. as wel as prow
with Culamized Guenng,

GFE dets sre compled by country authonties and
Dieparimend arnally. In additian, sub anrual fmonthl
Teearsd ins i Internatiansl France SEabstes dalaets

Bechie Bout GFS

Recent Chamges

Bulk Dowrload

Dol starmed Yoo will receiei an amal noifcaton
when your ke is ready. Chokc™ ¥ on this pape To
viem anl marage wur downinads clck ey Downioads”

O Py cdram bt

Latest Update Date: DL/00 2025

it (GFS) warld and country tables m POF fernat wil
2021 and wil ro longer be mesilable for downiosd
| Oaa Wik continue [0 D dailabie elsctronicaly for

9 change, please ke a ook 8 our Encydedae bics or
i By clicking NEED HELPT an thes Bratleen fight af this

Data tables

i of Operations (F
Finarcingl

Dretailed Bevenue Dreakdown

Detailed Expanse Breakokown

Trarsactions in Francial Assets and Liabiities Finsncingl
Balanoe Sheat [Siocks of Assets and Liabikbes)
Functicral Ependitures iICOR0G)

High Frequancy Data (F5)

Step 7: To locate the download file, you can

e, Expendiures, Hei Lending/Bomawing and

Main Aggregates and Fiscal Balances, % GDP

L o e
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either click My Downloads or click OK and


https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:GFS_IMG_STEP_05.png
https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:GFS_IMG_STEP_06.png

navigate to the email you used to create your account

My Downloads will look like this:
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My Downloads Page

The email will look like this:

o do_not_reply@imf.org 0 & « &« ~
To:

[External Email From]: do_not_reply@imf.org
Your dataset GFSMAB (format: C5V) has been exported.

Download .zip archive file
It will be available under My Data for 7 days.

. Reply +* Forward

Step 8A (My Downloads): If you choose to navigate to My Downloads, locate the dataset
in your Downloads queue and click the download icon to download the dataset


https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:GFS_IMG_STEP_7A.png
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Step 8B (Email): If you choose to navigate to your registered email, click the download
link to download the dataset

o do_not_reply@imf.org 0 & « &« ~
To:

[External Email From): do_not_reply@imf.org

Your dataset GFSMAB (format: C5V) has been exported.

IDgwnlgﬂg .ziE gghivg ﬁlgl
It will be available under My Data for 7 days.

. Reply +* Forward

Data Pulling Instructions: IMF GFS COFOG

Step 1: Navigate to the query tab of IMF GFS



https://pardeewiki.du.edu/index.php?title=File:GFS_IMG_STEP_8A.png
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At a Glance By Country By Indicatar Tahles Query Dacuments Videas Archive About GFS

Government Finance Statistics [GFS), Staternent of Sowrces and Uses of Cash =,

Thes dataset provides an overviews of government's cash flows, as summanzed in the Satement of Sources and Lises of Cash, for those countmes compiling GFson a
moncash basis (for example, an aconeal batisy and are also including a cash flow statement

Government Finance Statistics [GFS], Financial Assets and Liabflities by Counterpart Sector =

Thes dataset provides an averview of tatal financial assets and labilities classified by the sector to which the counterparty claim belongs, The counterpart sectors mclude
monfmancial corporations, the central bank, depesit taleng corparations, other fimancial corporation sectors, governmeant sectors, intermatianal arganizations, external
financial corporatons, external general gowermment, and other external seciors

Governrment Finance Statistics [GF5), Integrated Balance Sheet (Stock Positions and Flows in Actels and Lisbdities) =)

This datasetl pravides a comprehensive view of the integrated balance sheet. In ather wards, changes between the apening and closing stock poasitions in assets and Babilities
are explained throwgh transactions, holding gains/losses, and other changss in the valume of assets and liabilities, Data on net investment in nonfinancial assets - a
component of total expenditure = on s components and related stock positions ang provided

Government Finance Statistics (GFS), Expenditure by Function of Government {[COFOGI &=

This datasel provides a comprehensive visw of the functions, of Sociceconomic oijectives, thal govermnment aims 1o achieve through various kinds of expenditure
comprising detailed classiications of general public service, defense, public order and salety, ecanormic affairs, ervirenment protection, housing and communitly serices,
realth, recreation, culture and religion, sducation, and social protection serices

Government Finance Statistics [GFS), Expense | g,

Thes dataset provides a comprehensive view of government expense, including detated classifications of compensation of employees, use of goods and services,
consumption of fixed capeal, interest payable, subsidies payable, grants payable, sccial benefits, and other expanse

Government Finance Statistics (GFS), Revenue |

Tres dataset provides a comprehensive view of government revenue, including detailed classifications of taxes, social contributions, grants receivable, and other revenus

Government Finance Statistics [GFS), Main Aggregates and Balances =

Thes dataset provides an overview of government operations and stock positions, as well as several derved balances. The Statement of Government Dperatons shows
ravenue and expenge, with thesr main componants, the operating balance and ret lending/met bommawing, a2 well as financing. The Balance sheal shows stock peditions in
assats and liabilities, with their main companents, as well 28 net worth and net financial warth, In addition, data on gress debt and net debt are included

Select: Government Finances Statistics (GFS), Expenditure of Government (COFOG)

Step 2: Once you click it, select your indicators. Select all countries, all years, and the
COFOG indicator and sector of government you need. Select View: Table. To organize the
data, you can follow this selection (remember to select all the years):
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Step 3: you can download the bulk excel (circled below)
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If you would like to use a script to organize the data: here.
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Data Notes
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